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A hearty thank you 
.. 

to all Free Festival 
Participants 

The 16th Annual Free Festival 
was a success at our new site, 
John Adams Campus. We 
owe thanks to a very large 
crew of volunteers who 
put on this event!! 

Many thanks to: 
All the concert performers (50 acts, over 90 performers!), music 
& dance workshop leaders & musicians (over 100 folks), open 
mike performers, & our concert MC's: Ali Katz, Tara Jones, Jim 
Carter, Peter Krug, Julie Bidou, & Ned Treanor; sound techs 
Bill Lackey & Smith Curry (our only paid staff, who worked 
very hard for little pay!); 

Festival Coordinators: Bobbie Raymond-Open Mike; Char-
lotte Gerst-Vendors; Chuck Aronson-Volunteers; Covie 
Silverthorne-Folk Club Table Staffing; Hali Hammer, Linda 
Mattson & Ned Treanor-Concert & Workshop Booking Com-
mittee; Ruth Lowengart- Dance workshops; Vinnie French- set 
up & break down; Nick Holbrook - sound systems ga lore, 
stage, lighting plus instrument check; julie Bidou -instrument 
check; Phil Morgan- fina nces; Linda Mattson-program design; 

Volunteer Staff: Art Peterson; Mark; Carol Damerau; Ed 
Wyrc; Kathryn Lamnr; Virginia Browning; Marty Morgenbesser; 
Tom Thoreau; Sylvia Herold-publidty assistance; Michael 
Harmon-signs; Deb Schoenfelder-artwork; Leo Lichtman-
printing; Kerry & Rachel Parker; Ky Wyatt; Marylou Brooks; 
Sue & Rick Detrick; Nancy Rieser and lots of other nice people 
who helped set up; All the folks who signed up for instrument 
check duty and for staffing the SF Folk Music Club table; every 
one who answered a request for help with enthusiasm; 

Vendors: Redmond O'Colonies & crew for food; Hobgoblin 
Music and The Thin Man & crews, musical merchandise; 

And special thanks to Vince French, Art 
Peterson, Richard Brooks, Jeanne Pietrzak, Steve and all the 
others who helped carry the chairs all over the building up and 
down many flights of stairs. Heave Ho Me Bully Boys & Girls! 
Whew! We couldn't do it without you. 

Now it's time to evaluate this site. 
Yours truly (festival coordinator Linda) heard mostly positive 
comments about the place, & the concept of having everything 
in one building. Most of the negative comments I heard 
concerned the concert facilities (next year a larger room), the 
lack of operable elevator, & the need for more volunteers (yes 
it's true). Q' Continued next column 

Don't Forget to Mark Your Calendars! 
Next folknik Fold-In August 30 at Faith's, 

885 Clayton Street, SF. Starts at high 
noon. Your Folk Club needs you! 

July- August 1992 

l:amp Cutterll 
Fri., 9/1. 2pm to moo .. 9/7. 2pm 

Following our July 4th Campout at Portola 
State Park, we are back to Camp Cutter for Labor 
Day. For new members who may not have at-
tended campouts before, the eternal verities are: 
Bring instruments, songs, tape recorders, swim-
ming suits (there's a pool), clothes for warm, cool 
& wet weather, camping gear, stoves & cooking 
gear, food in raccoon-proof containers, ice, bug 
repellent, flashlights, lanterns, charcoal or fire-
wood, etc. Please do not bring pets or radios. We 
make our own music at camp. 

Yvonne Donner wiJl once again coordinate the 
Sunday night Spaghetti Dinner. Sign up at camp 
& bring a few dollars to cover costs. If you are an 
official registered lifeguard & can work a shift, 
please call us at 415-661-2217. All campers ex-
pected to sign up for work, especially cleanup. 
Sign up at the registration area at camp. Pre-
register using form on page 4. 

... Let us know, in writing if possible, 
what you think of this site for the Free Festival: location, 
concert room, dance rooms, cafeteria. classrooms, parking, etc. 
PLEASE - be kind to your Club elves & keep your comments 
constructive -no griping!! Keep in mind that this was a makeshift 
year because the elevator was not finished as the school had 
planned & that we need your offers of volunteer help much more 
than we need ideas about what we should be doing. Donate 
some time to help make it happen. 

Some questions to ponder 
Should we s tay at John Adams next year, or continue our 
search? Should we move the Festival to another time of year 
when there aren't as many people out of town? Should we 
change the focus of our festival (e.g., longer concert slots, more 
or less dancing, other types of workshops, etc.)? Are there any 
workshops you would love to attend, or give?? Is there anyone 
out there who might be able to help with publicity, concert 
booking, workshop coordinating next year??? We really will 
appreciate and make use of your constructive input and offers 
of assistance. 

Folkie artists -the Festival could use a nice 
LOGO. Why not send in ideas or sketches when you get a 
chance! We could also use an artist for next year's program and 
flyers. 

Our thanks to everyone 
who came to the Festival, made music, put money in the 
donation can,lent a hand, and had a good time! 1 was proud to 
be part of it. See You Next Year ... 

-Linda Mattson 
(More Free Festival News- Page 4) 
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free Festival Wrapup 1992 (Continued) 

Why Did We Leave Fort Mason? 
A frequently asked question at this year's 
We are reprinting the answer to the question, whiCh 
appeared itt tlzese august pages (actually, it was July-
August) in 1990: 
The San Francisco Folk Music Club held our first Folk Festival 
in Golden Gate Park in 1977. Fearing a hippie invasion 
reminiscent of the Summer of Love, panicked city bureauaats 
tried to squelch it by invoking a regulation forbidding any sales 
without special permits. Undaunted, we just decided to give 
everything away, even the ooffee. And thus was hom a tradition. 
Recognizing the futility of returning to the Hall of Flowers, we 
held the next fourteen Free Festivals at Fort Mason. This was 
relatively easy at first, as Fort Mason had warehouses of 
unfinished space, which we easily carved into areas for 
workshops, concerts, and dancing. We had a modest "cafe" 
with simple food, and an open mike, instrument check, and 
scattered jamming areas. 

As Fort Mason matured over the years, many of these spaces 
were fixed up and rented to permanent residents. . .. (In 1990) 
our space has been squeezed down to the point where dancing 
is relegated to Pier 3 (without good floors and acoustics) .. Fort Mason 
has warned us they cannot subsidize our use of this Pier in the 
future. Each year parking around Fort Mason gets harder. (In 
1992 we would not have had enough space for our vendors.) We have 
conduded that the Free Festival needs a new home. 

For the pa 6 years 1 have visited Boston each April to partidpate 
in the New England Folk Festival at Natick High School. The 
school has two huge gyms, which are used for dancing & a 
large, fixed-seat auditorium. Music workshops and mini-
concerts occupy a few of the classrooms, including the Music 
Room and the Chorus Room. A dozen non-profit ethnic dance 
and cultural groups run food concessions using the school 
cafeteria, which has a licensed kitchen. NEFF A is held during 
Natick High's spring break, when the school is available. 

We will consider any facility within an hour of SF which offers 
space suitable for our needs at a rent comparable with the $2000 
we currnetly pay Fort Mason. One possibility is a high school 
or college ..... 

-Charlie Fenton 
And then we located John Adams Campus. 

The rent is comparable to what we paid at Fort 
Mason. Please let us know what you think of this 
location for future Free Folk Festi'Dals. JtJJ ltD 

. . 

July - August 19V 

We are very sad to report the deaths of 
two mainstays in the folk community: 

Stan Hugill, famous sailor, sea chantey 
singer and author of the definitive book 
on sea chanteys, died in May 1992. 

Dewey Balta, welt-loved and renowned 
. Cajun fiddler who helped bring Cajun 

music to a national audience, died 
June 17, 1992. His music lives on. 

EVENTS 
Rise Up Singing: The Tour 
(or "But How Can I Learn the Tunes?") 

Peter Blood and Annie Patterson, editors of the Rise Up 
Singing group singing wordbook, will be leading a number of 
sing-a-long concerts in Northem California in August It's an 
opportunity to meet the editors & sing some of the songs 
you've been dying to Jearn. Please bring a book if you have 
one; if you don't there will be loaners, and oopies of the new 192 
edition of Rise Up Singing, teaching tapes and other Sing Out! 
publications for sale. Child care will be happening at many of 
these events; call for confinnation. 

Sat 8/15: Chico- Mark 916-345-3132 
Thurs. 8/20: Sac'to- Bob Fitch (w) 916-323-4695 (h) 457-6173 
Fri. 8/21: Berkeley- La Pena, 3105 Shattuck. 
Sal 8/23: Berkeley- Friends Church, 1600 Sacramento, $5 at 

door. Call Doug Gwynn 510-524-4112 
Wed. 8/26: Palo A1to- Tentative- at Friends 

957Colorado. Call 415-366-1818 . 
8/24-27: Santa Cruz- Larry Blood 408-429-6795 

Bay Area Dulcimers 
meets monthly in or near Cupertino. Upcoming dates are 
July 18 & August 15. For locations cal1408-446-0379. To 
RUbRCribe to their newsletter, send $10 to 10379 Lansdale 
Avenue, Cupertino, CA 95014. 
Kindred Gathering XVIII will be held at Camp Tyee, 
Umpqua River, Oregon August 21-23. For info, call 503-726-
0552 Call Bay Area Dulcimers for carpooling. 

I Reg Form-Camp Cutter-Labor Day • Fri., 9/4, 2pm - Mon., sn, 2pm ·1 I Registered guests are welcome, but please no petS, radios, or TV's. Members are responsible for their guests and I 
I children. This is a group effort, so please sign up at the reg. desk when you arrive for one of the jobs- we count on 

I everyone helping out with camp cleanpup, but there are some specific areas that usually need attention. If you are a Red 
Cross or Boy Scout Certified Lifeguard, please let us know. Carpooling is a very good idea, parking is limited. If you 
come just for the day, please pay "Reg Fee" plus one day's fee. Send this form, AND a self-addressed stamped envelope 
(SASE) for your confirmation and map AND check made out to SFFMC-Labor Day to: SFFMC-Labor Day, 885 Clayton 
St., San Francisco, CA 94117. 415-661-2217. If sending dues, please Include a SEPARATE CHECK. 
TO RECEIVE CONFIRMATION YOU MUST SEND A SASE II PLEEEEESEII 
Name: ___________________________________ 
Address: City, State, Zip:-------------------

Reg Fee: __ people at $1.00 each=----
Friday: __ people at $5.00 each=----
Saturday: __ people at $5.00 each=----
Sunday: __ people at $5.00 each=----

Total Enclosed 

Volunteer JobtrCheck Your Choice 
On-Site Registration------
Certified Ufeguard (paid) ___ _ 
Camp Clean-up-------


