San Francisco Free Folk
Festival
June 11, 2016
Evere Middle School
Free admission to all events
Produced by the
San Francisco Folk Music Club
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Dance Workshops
Argen ne Tango: Sven & Karin Jensen 4:00-5:00 An
introduc on to this most roman c of couples' dances with a
couple who have been dancing together for over 20 years.
Adults and teens only.

English Country Dance: Alan Winston with Transit of Earth
12;00-1:00 A wonderfully fun, modernized version of Jane
Austen's favorite dance style. Danced in lines of couples or in
short sets, circles, or squares, English Country Dances are
taught and called by a caller so no dance experience is
necessary. With their symmetrical pa erns, they have also
been called "Dances for Engineers," but they are easy and
enjoyable dances for everyone! Children under 12 welcome if
partnered by a responsible adult.

Blues Dance: Christophe Taylor 4:00-5:00 A slow and highly
improvisa onal partner dance, danced to both tradi onal and
modern blues music. Unlike many partner dances, the main
focus of the dance is on improvisa on and connec on with
your partner rather than on steps or moves. Adults and teens
only.

Family Dance: Erik Hoﬀman 3:00-4:00 Come join in a dance
for all! All people, all sizes, all ages! American folk dances and
a singing game or two. All ages welcome.

Classic Waltz Mixers: James & Cathleen Myers with Transit of
Earth 1:00-2:00 Sociable and graceful Victorian, Edwardian,
and modern waltz mixers. Even if you don’t waltz, we’ll soon
have you dancing to Transit of Earth’s dreamy waltz music!
Adults and teens only.

Family Folkdance: Claire Sherman 5:00-5:30 Easy Israeli folk
dancing for kids and grownups. All ages welcome.
Irish Ceili: Bob Carragher 3:00-4:00 Pub dancing, Irish style energe c, with a social twist, danced to both tradi onal Irish
music and modern Cel c fusion rock. Adults and teens only.

Contra Dance: Bob Carragher 2:00-3:00 Origina ng in New
England and developed from English Country Dance, these
elegant, energe c, and fun couple line dances, with their
whirling partner swings, are danced in long sets and taught
and led by a caller. With their symmetrical pa erns, they have
been called "Dances for Engineers," but are easy for anyone to
pick up. Children under 12 welcome if partnered by a
responsible adult.

Irish Sean Nos: Shirleigh Brannon & Siamsa 2:00-3:00 A lively
but low impact Irish step dance style for those who’ve always
wanted to do Irish step but were afraid to try. Shirleigh will
soon have you up and dancing to Siamsa’s glorious Irish music.
Children under 12 welcome if partnered by a responsible
adult.

Country Line Dancing: Donna Frankel 3:00-4:00 Line up for
some fun, easy country dancing! Children under 12 welcome if
partnered by a responsible adult.

Klezmer Dancing: Yael Schy with Ellis Island 1:00-2:00 The
joyous music of Eastern European Jewish communi es has its
own dance tradi ons. Have fun learning these dances,
accompanied by a legendary band, and feel like a character in
Fiddler on the Roof! Children under 12 welcome if partnered
by a responsible adult.

Dances of Old California: Jim & Marilyn Letchworth with Los
Arribeños 5:00-6:30 The gracious but lively social dances of
Spanish California, danced to exquisite live music. Jim will
teach both couple dances and set dances while introducing us
to the courtly manners of the early 19th century American
ballroom. Children under 12 welcome if partnered by a
responsible adult.

Serbian, Balkan, & Beyond: Ginny Snyder with Da! Mozhem
5:00-6:00 Simple fun dances primarily from Bulgaria and
Serbia will be taught by experienced dancers to Da! Mozhem’s
grand musical arrangements. Children under 12 welcome if
partnered by a responsible adult.

Dances of Universal Peace: Yaquin Suﬁ 12;00-1:00 Simple
cross-cultural community circle dances with singing which
honor all of the world tradi ons in order to develop
understanding and peace between all of the world cultures.
Children under 12 welcome if partnered by a responsible
adult.

Evening Dances
Contra and Square Dance 6:45-10:00 Flowing and fun moves,
danced to Early American and Cel c live music. No partner
needed. All dances taught and prompted. All experience
levels welcome. Music by an open band led by Art Peterson
and the Contra Band Music Class. Dances will be called by Erik
Hoﬀman, Eric Black, and Jim Saxe of the Bay Area Country
Dance Society, and by MCs James and Cathleen Myers of
PEERS.

Blues/Swing Dance 6:30-10:00 For the ﬁrst me at the SF
Free Folk Fes val, an evening swing/blues dance with a live
band! Come learn the basics of these fabulous dance forms in
a brief beginners’ lesson with Bob Free, founder/organizer of
the South Bay Fusion dance venue, and then stay to dance to
live swing/blues band West Coast Deluxe!
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Music Workshops
Answer With a Song – Addressing Environmental Jus ce:
Occupella 3:00-4:00 Join with Occupella in this workshop to
sing songs that build bridges, expand our solidarity, and
empower us all when we answer in harmony, with a song!

In Harmony’s Way Song Session: Riggy Rackin & Jim Partridge
5:00-6:30 Come sing chorus songs, drinking songs, gospel
songs, sea shan es, camp songs, silly songs, sad songs, or
anything else with a chorus or refrain. Each person can lead a
song, request a song, or just sing along.

Child Ballads: Comparing European to American Variants:
Casey Casebeer & Louise Oehler 12:00-1:00 A small
‘seminar’ singing circle, limited by the one-hour me slot to six
singers. Listeners will be welcomed! Each of the singers will
sing a European ballad from the Child collec on, and an
American variant of the same song

Irish Songs: Amelia Hogan 2:00-3:00 This workshop
celebrates Irish history as expressed through the voices of
storytellers in ballads, songs and the Sean Nos tradi on. Come
to listen and share your musical stories. Instruments are
welcome to accompany a song.

Child Ballads of the Supernatural: Sadie Damascus 1:00-2:00
The host of KGGV.FM Radio’s Tradi onal Ballads with Sadie
invites you to join us in singing magical ballads. Ballads are
very old, narra ve folk songs. Those collected by Professor
Francis Child are called “Child Ballads”.

It’s All Rela ve: Songs about the Family: Arlene Immerman
4:00-5:00 A round robin singing session in which we sing
songs (tradi onal or contemporary) that are about family
rela ons, men on family, revolve around family, etc.
Jug Band Jam: Wayne Hagen & Christopher Richard 4:306:00 Jug bands were found wherever a good me could be
had. Though its heyday ended with the Great Depression, jug
music has con nued through the years. This jam will be led by
Wayne Hagen and Christopher Richard with considerable help
from YOU.

Clawhammer Banjo: David Brown 12:00-1:00 A hands-on
workshop on the subtle art of clawhammer banjo, covering
tunings, varia ons, or other topics as desired. The level will be
determined by the a endees.
Contra Dance Band: Art Peterson 3:00-4:30 Come and
absorb some basics of playing in a contra dance band, and go
over the tunes for the evening contra dance, which will
feature our huge open band with you playing your instrument.

Physical Singing: Mike Simpson 4:00-5:00 This workshop will
establish a strong, capable body founda on for singing,
bolstering tone, range, volume, and emo on with the power
of good physical praxis. This class welcomes all levels of
singers, but focuses on singers with li le prior study of singing.

Expand your Folk Song Repertoire: Shay Black 3:00-4:00 In
this workshop, Shay Black will teach a number of songs from
diﬀering tradi ons. His teaching style is through learning by
repe on, so no background knowledge of music theory is
necessary. He starts from “If you can hum it, you can sing it.”

Quebecois Jam: David Brown, Kerry Parker & Tony Phillips
1:00-2:00 French Canada has a tradi on of ﬁddle and
accordion tunes as driving as Irish and Sco sh ﬁddle music,
and as diverse and crooked as those of southern old me
ﬁddle music. All instruments welcome.

Folk Songs of Women’s History: Estelle Freedman 12:00-1:00
In this par cipatory workshop, historian Estelle Freedman will
lead, teach, and explain what folk songs reveal about women’s
lives in the United States in the 19th and 20th centuries.

Russian Folk Songs & Beyond: Jonnie Pekelny 5:00-6:00 Folk
and pop songs from Russia. Learn songs that originate in the
culture of the Russian village and city working class, with
forays into composed popular Russian music.

Gypsy Jazz Workshop & Mini-jam 2:00-3:00 Don Price and
Giorgi Khokhobashvili of Jazz Gitan will teach the basics of the
Django Reinhardt and Stephane Grappelli style of Gypsy Jazz.
How to Jump into a Tradi onal Irish (Jam) Session: Aaron
Clegg & Elise MacGregor Ferrell 1:00-2:00 Joining a drop-in
Irish session can be in mida ng. Players of all skill levels can
par cipate in this hands-on workshop and learn how to make
yourself welcome at drop-in Irish sessions.

Sea Shan es & Sea Songs: Richard Adrianowicz 4:00-5:00
Sea Shan es are work songs. They have a chorus and were
only sung when work was being done. Sea Songs were sung
when the men were res ng. Hear and sing both types of song
in this workshop.

Instrument Check
You may check your instruments or performance costumes at Instrument Check in room #105 to avoid having to carry
them around. Items are le at the owner’s risk. Instrument Check hours are 11:45 am to 6 pm.
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Music Workshops (Cont’d)
Shape Note Singing: Peter Ross, Gary Breitbard & Terry
Moore 5:00-6:00 Shape note singing (also known as sacred
harp singing) dates back to the early days of our na on.
Singers and non-singers alike are welcome to join in and be
carried in the wave of this primi ve and powerful music.

Three-Part Harmony: What to Listen For, Which Notes to
Sing: Muse Crossing (Shawn Dohring, Michèle Voillequé &
Mark Walstrom) 12:00-1:00 Come learn why some notes
work and others don’t, and how to ﬁnd the ones that do. This
workshop is designed for singers eager to improve their
harmony skills – perfec on is not expected.

Sing the Beatles with the Quarry Persons 5:00-6:00 The
Quarry Persons perform the music of the Beatles so you can
sing along. Lyric sheets will be provided. Come and sing all
your old favorites and maybe even learn some new ones.
Yeah, yeah, yeah!

Too Many Chords (for guitar): Mike Simpson 1:00-2:00 An
introduc on to the movable shapes that make swing, jazz,
Bossa Nova (and some of James Taylor and Paul Simon)
possible. We will look at the principal chord pa erns and learn
to put them together all over the neck!

Songs of Buck and Merle: Beth Berkelhammer 1:00-2:00 For
singers, pickers, fans, and the curious. This will be more of a
song-swap than a jam, with a special mini-performance in the
middle. Come ready to sing and play a favorite from the Buck
Owens & the Buckaroos or Merle Haggard songbooks, or come
just to listen.

Train Songs: Ed Sherry 3:00-4:00 Songs about trains,
railroads, and the people associated with them (engineers,
passengers, hobos, construc on workers, train robbers, etc.)
Feel free to bring/lead a song about these topics.
Ukulele Jam: Janet Lenore 2:00-3:00 Bring your ukulele and
have fun playing those songs “that everybody knows.” Song
sheets with words and chords will be available for use during
the jam, borrowed from the Alameda Ukulele Jam group.

Songs of Simon & Garfunkel: Don Murdoch & Marlene McCall
2:00-3:00 Simon & Garfunkel were the most successful folkrock duo of the 1960s. Bring your favorite Simon & Garfunkel
songs to share in this song swap, or just come to listen or sing
along.

Uncle Billy’s Ukulele Adventure: Bill Trainor 12:00-1:00 This
workshop is in “Master Class” format which is suitable for
musicians of all abili es. Volunteers will play for about 15
minutes each and then receive sugges ons for improving their
playing. The rest of the par cipants will observe.

Swing Song Sing a Long: Karen Broder 4:00-5:00 Come and
croon together to catchy old tunes one usually sings alone in
the car or the shower. We’re going to break that rule and sing
out loud together. Instrumentalists are welcome, but the
emphasis will be on singing. Lyrics will be provided.

Working with (or Being) a Producer: Tips, Tricks, and When
to Lie: Mark Lemaire 3:00-4:00 Most great musicians know a
lot more about music than about making a CD. What does a
producer do, anyway? If you ﬁnd yourself inadvertently
wearing this hat, how do you wear it well? Mark provides
answers to these ques ons.
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Family Ac vi es
Family Dance: Erik Hoﬀman 3:00-4:00 Come join in a
dance for all! All People, all sizes, all ages! American
folk dances and a singing game or two.

Story Dancing with Risa Lenore of Jelly Jam Time 1:002:00 Join Risa Lenore as we dance and act out a story.
This interac ve, movement based ac vity is best suited
for children ages 3-8 and their families. All ability levels
are welcome!

Family Folkdance: Claire Sherman 5:00-5:30 Easy
Israeli folk dancing for kids and grownups
Kids’ Open Mic with Jeremiah Vela-Murphy 2:003:00 This is your chance to get up and perform!

Tell Me a Story! Emperor Norton
and His Loyal Subjects 4:00-5:00
Stories for listening and for telling.
All welcome.

Song swap with the Children’s Music Network:
Bonnie Lockhart 12:00-1:00 Come share a song, sing
along, listen, and play with Bonnie Lockhart and
members of CMN, an interna onal organiza on
celebra ng the posi ve power of music in the lives of
children.

Unwind and Relax: Dale Allen Boland
5:30-6:00 A musical vaca on, using
breath, body, and voice. Be er than
a nap!

Thank You!
To our wonderful performers and workshop leaders, who all donated their me and skills to the fes val
To our fantas c volunteers, including today’s volunteers and the fes val planning team and others who worked behind
the scenes
To our donors Arizmendi, Rainbow Grocery, Safeway, and Trader Joe’s
And to KALW-FM for their con nuing support of the fes val and folk music in the Bay Area
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Music Performers
Alzara & Brother Spellbinder 5:00-5:45. Alzara & Brother
Spellbinder veer oﬀ the beaten track with plain ve vocals,
unusual arrangements, and a variety of textures.
Incorpora ng elements of folk, gypsy jazz and indie, the music
moves from rousing and infec ous to dreamy and fragile.

Mugg Muggles & his Sizzling Syncopators 4:00-4:30 Mugg
Muggles & his Sizzling Syncopators perform material drawn
primarily from early jazz, blues, and n-pan alley recordings of
the 1920s and ’30s, along with novelty, hillbilly, and classic
honky-tonk numbers.

As Meigas 5:00-5:30 As Meigas plays tradi onal tunes and
songs from Galicia, which is the northwesternmost province in
Spain, located north of Portugal.

Muse Crossing 2:30-3:00 Muse Crossing is a wonderful
harmony-singing trio with a fabulous blend and great
arrangements.

Brass Farthing 3:15-3:45 Brass Farthing take their inspira on
from many periods. They enjoy performing historical,
tradi onal, and contemporary composi ons in tradi onal
styles.

Nate Jones & The Sloe Sippers 3:45-4:15 Nate Jones & The
Sloe Sippers are a fun loving group who play bluegrass and altcountry music.
Pete Kronowi 5:30-6:00 Pete Kronowi is a singersongwriter with three albums with catchy songs ranging from
acous c alterna ve pop, a hint of country and a few poli cally
charged ballads.

Dan McNay 2:00-2:30 Dan McNay is a singer-songwriter who
has performed all over Southern California.
David Jacobs-Strain 8:45-9:30 David Jacobs-Strain is a ﬁerce
slide guitar player and song poet from Oregon. He’s known for
both his virtuosity and spirit of emo onal abandon; his live
show moves from humorous, subversive blues to delicate
balladry.

Riggy Rackin 1:15 - 1:45 Performing nau cal, pastoral & pub
song, he’s been a stalwart salt of the Hyde Street Chantey Sings
and Berkeley’s Starry Plough. Riggy Rackin is an English
concer na player, well known on both coasts, and accompanist
of choice on many sea music recordings. He is hear ly
appreciated for his unique style of concer na and mari me
songs.

David Maloney 7:15-8:00 David Maloney is a Bay Area
treasure. He is a veteran singer/songwriter who is considered
one of the founders of the west coast folk roots movement.

Robert Thornton Kent 3:00-3:30 A raw approach to
Appalachian music intertwined with a heavy six es inﬂuence.

Dirty Cello 2:30-3:15 Cello like you've never heard before!
Jazz Gitan 4:30-5:00 A tribute to Django Reinhardt &
Stephane Grappelli featuring Jazz Gitan.

Shay Black 1:45-2:30 Shay Black performs songs from the
Irish, English and Sco sh tradi ons. He regularly tours in the
United States and Canada and performs with brothers Michael
and Mar n as the Black Brothers, and with sisters Mary and
Frances as the Black Family.

Jo D’Anna 3:30-4:00 Jo D'Anna is a West Marin folk-style solo
singer-songwriter who accompanies herself on ﬁnger-style
acous c guitar. She writes songs in the style of the beloved
folk-songwriter icons of the '60's.

Siamsa 4:15-5:00. Music and dance of Ireland, Scotland, and
other Cel c na ons.

Laura Jue 12:30-1:00 Laura Jue is a Los Angeles-based folk
singer with a special interest in tradi onal English and
American balladry.

The Ra lin’ Bones 1:30-2:00 The Ra lin' Bones is a musical
collabora on with inﬂuences ranging from Medieval Europe to
the back cabins of Appalachia, best described as an auditory
tour that weaves bardic storytelling with the folk tradi ons.

Lighthouse String Band 12:00-12:30 The Lighthouse String
Band has been performing in the Bay Area for the last four
years. They are basically a Cel c group but fusion with
Swedish and Chinese folk tunes.

Wishing & Bone 1:00-1:30 Wishing & Bone are Tom Wishing
and Noam ‘Bone’ Cohen – an acous c duo featuring ﬁnger-style
guitar and harmonica. They’ve been playing blues, folk,
tradi onal, and original music together for over 25 years.

Locomo ve Man 8:00-8:45 Locomo ve Man is a duet
featuring Joel and Elainea Rusco. Locomo ve Man has been
the winner of folk songwri ng compe ons and has wri en
songs in mul ple genres for small ﬁlms.

Wronglers 6:30-7:15 The Wronglers combine bluegrass, folk,
and old- me techniques to produce an in mate sound with an
abundance of twang

Mark Lemaire 12:45-1:15 Humor to your gut, guitar from
your dreams.

Yes M’am! 12:00-12:45 Three dynamic female vocalists have
teamed up to create a trio with saucy, spicy and surprising
harmonies. With roots deep in American folk tradi ons, Yes
M’am! takes the stage with a cappella songs that are at mes
funny, soaring, moving, and deeply powerful.

Maurice Tani 5:45-6:30 Maurice Tani is a “rye-to-roman c,
supercalifornigraphic” singer-songwriter specializing in a
cinema-for-the-blind style.
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Dona ons
The fes val cannot run without your generosity. Yellow buckets for cash dona ons are located throughout the fes val
site. You may also make dona ons by credit or debit card, at the informa on table in the lobby near the Church Street
entrance. Tax-deduc ble receipts and thank-you bu ons are available at the informa on table.
A er the fes val, you can donate via credit card, debit card or PayPal on the fes val’s website sﬀolkfest.org . Navigate to Support the Fes val -> Donate . You’ll get a receipt via email. Or, if you prefer, you can send a check payable
to “SFFMC” (San Francisco Folk Music Club) to Marlene McCall, P.O. Box 164, Berkeley, CA 94701-0164. Write “SFFFF”
in the memo area, and let her know if you’d like a tax-deduc ble receipt.

 Food & Beverage 
Food and drink may be purchased from the food truck vendors located in the parking lot behind the school.
You are welcome to eat your meal in the cafeteria on the ﬁrst ﬂoor. Beverages and desserts may be
purchased in the cafeteria (not fully conﬁrmed by press me).

 Marketplace 
Please support our merchandise vendors who are selling their wares at the fes val .
SPONSORING ORGANIZATION
The San Francisco Folk Music Club (sffmc.org)
The San Francisco Folk Music Club (SFFMC) is made up of singers,
instrumentalists, performers, songwriters, dancers and listeners.
This is our 40th year presen ng the San Francisco Free Folk Fes val
as a gi to the people of the Bay Area. We run the events listed
below and are a 501(c)(3) organiza on.
The San Francisco Free Folk Fes val takes place every June. The El
Cerrito Free Folk Fes val takes place in October and will be held on
October 8 in 2016. The performers, organizing commi ees, and all
staﬀ at both fes vals volunteer their me.
Friday Night Jams. Song swaps and jams are held on the second
and fourth Fridays of each month at Cyprian’s Center, 2907 Turk St.
(at Lyon), San Francisco, from 8:00 p.m. un l midnight. Cyprian’s
charges us rent, so we ask those who can to donate $5 to $10 per
evening. If you can’t donate, we s ll want you to join us!
Camps. The SFFMC sponsors weekend music campouts in the Bay
Area on Memorial Day, July 4th, and Labor Day. Our fourth
campout, Camp New Harmony, takes place over the New Year
holiday, lasts ﬁve days and is restricted to SFFMC members and
their families.
The folknik. The folknik, the SFFMC newsle er, is sent to
members every other month. It contains a schedule of folk music
events in the San Francisco Bay Area and beyond, original songs,
news of SFFMC ac vi es, and ar cles of general interest.
Informa on and membership. For more informa on, send an email to sﬀolkclub@gmail.com, call 510-417-7162, or drop by
Cyprian’s on a 2nd or 4th Friday night to check us out. To become a
member, use the form on our web site sﬀmc.org.
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