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This 2026 festival is our 50th San Francisco 
Free Folk Festival! 

 Voices of the People: 
 Folk Music for 
 Justice, Freedom, 
 and Belonging 

At its heart, folk music has always been the sound of 
ordinary people shaping extraordinary change. From 
protest songs to community storytelling, it carries 
the rhythms of resistance, the call for justice, and 
the enduring belief in freedom, equality, and 
collective care.  

In this milestone year, as we celebrate both the 50th 
San Francisco Free Folk Festival and the 250th 
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, we 
reflect on the evolving promise of freedom and the 
role music plays in bringing that promise closer to 
reality. The festival honors folk music not just as 
history, but as a living, unifying force for inclusion, 
solidarity, and peaceful transformation. 

As part of this year’s festival theme celebrating 
justice, freedom, and belonging, you’ll see tables 
hosted by Indivisible SF, ACLU of Northern CA, and 
Citizens Climate Lobby. Stop by and find out more 
about the activities of these nonprofits! 

 



 
BANDSHELL STAGE 

 
SHOW BEGINS AT 12:00 NOON 

 

12:00 Maurice Tani 
folk-noir 

12:20 Zera Starchild 
singer-songwriter 

12:40 Mostly Marys 
bluegrass/Americana 

1:00 Treble by the Bay 
Celtic music and dance 

1:30 T Marie & Bayou Juju 
Cajun, Creole, lala-Zydeco, R&B, 
swamp pop, blues, New Orleans  

2:00 Tempest 
Celtic folk-rock 

3:00 Bululu 
Latin 

 

 DONATIONS 
We rely on donations and sponsors to cover 
the cost of renting the festival venue, its 
employees and sound system, chair and table 
rental, program printing, website hosting and 
maintenance, and insurance. 

All of the folks – performers, workshop leaders, members of 
the festival organizing committee, and folks staffing the info 
table and MCing the concerts – donate their time and talent. 
Some of them are members of the San Francisco Folk Music 
Club. 

We hope you'll consider this festival to be a worthwhile 
recipient of your generosity. (And yes, the folk club is a 501c3, 
federal tax ID 94-3281922, so your donations are tax-
deductible.) 

You can donate by cash or card at the information table. Or 
you can make your donation after the festival: 

• Scan this QR code:        

• Donate via Paypal to paypal@sffolkfest.org. Write “SF 
Festival” in the memo, or 

• Donate via paper check payable to SFFMC and mailed to 
1609 Woolsey St, Berkeley CA 94703. Write “SF 
Festival” in the memo. 

Future festival-goers  
thank you! 

mailto:paypal@sffolkfest.org


The festival is run by 
the San Francisco 
Folk Music Club 
(sffmc.org), a non-
profit organization 
founded in 1948 and 
still going strong. 

For information about joining as a member 
of the club, visit the club table at the 
festival or visit the club website at 
sffmc.org. 

Our festivals since 2023 
have been co-
sponsored by Illuminate 
and San Francisco 
Recreation and Parks. 

All ages and musical 
interests are welcome at the festival. All 
events and workshops are open to anyone 
who wants to participate or just listen. 
Admission to everything is free! 

  
ACOUSTIC STAGE 

 
SHOW BEGINS AT 2:00 P.M. 

 

2:00 Hali Hammer & Randy Berge —  
singer-songwriter 

2:20 Mike Scully — Folk/Americana,  
singer-songwriter 

2:40 Story Wrens — trad British Isles 

3:00 Why Start Now? — folk/Americana, 
singer-songwriter 

3:20 Yes M’am — a cappella 

3:40 Justin Farren — singer-songwriter 

4:00 Tim Bertsch — fingerstyle instrumental 

4:20 Shane Philips — singer-songwriter 

4:40 Lynn Crossett — acoustic Americana 

5:00 Rocky Michaels — indie-folk, 
Americana 

5:20 Pete Kronowitt & The Everyday Items 
— positive acoustic pop 

5:40 Sara Rodenburg — singer-songwriter 

 

 

 



 

 
Workshop 

Area 1 

Workshop 
Area 2 

Workshop 
Area 3 

Workshop 
Area 4 

 

11:00 
a.m. 

Cajun-Creole 
Music 

Blair Kilpatrick 
& Steve Tabak 

SAC 
Storytelling 
Performance 

Ben Tucker 

Let’s Sing 
Rounds 

Claire Sherman 

Political Songs 
Ed Hilton 

4:00 p.m. 

12:00 
noon 

This 
Instrument 
Also Fights 

Fascism 
Lael Sigal 

SAC 
Storytelling 

101 
Workshop 
Ben Tucker 

Ballads of 
Mistaken 
Identity 

Claire Sherman 

Songs for the 
Moment 

Nancy Schimmel, 
Bonnie Lockhart, & 

Hali Hammer 

5:00 p.m. 

1:00 
p.m. 

space 
available for 

jamming 
 & singing 

Songs from a 
Hat 

Casey Casebeer 

Sea Song & 
Shanties 

Dick Holdstock & 
Travis Pratt 

  

2:00 
to 

4:00 
p.m. 

workshop 
break  

workshop 
break 

workshop 
break 

  

 
 Workshop schedule continued on the_     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Workshop 

Area 1 
Workshop 

Area 2 
Workshop 

Area 3 
Workshop 

Area 4 Dance Area  

4:00 p.m. 

Oldtime Tune 
Jam 

Tony Phillips 

Sacred Harp 
Singing 

Jenny Solheim & 
Dami Osoba 

Chorus Songs 
Deborah Sandler 

space available 
for jamming 

 & singing 

Klezmer Dancing 
Sasha Waniewski  

with music by the Ellis Island 
Old World Folk Band 

11:00 a.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

Quebecois 
Tune Jam 

David Brown 

Songs from 
around the 
Campfire 

Peg Healy & 
Casey Casebeer 

space 
available for 

jamming 
 & singing 

To Our Changing 
Places 

Diana Ruta Lempel 

Morris Dancing 

Alice Erickson  
with Berkeley Morris 

12:00  
noon 

During the workshop break from 2:00 to 4:00, all 
of the workshop areas, with their chairs, can be 
used for on-the-fly casual singing and jamming. 

Similarly, any area not being used to host a 
workshop can be used that way as well. Be 

welcoming to anyone who wants to join -- folkies 
attending the festival or just members of the 

public attracted by the music --and be prepared 
for folks who "just want to listen". 

Folk Songs of 
Women’s 

History 
Estelle Freedman 

Spanish California 
Dance 

Jim Letchworth  
with music by members of 

Los Arribeños de  
San Francisco 

1:00 p.m. 

workshop break workshop break 2:00 to  
4:00 p.m. 
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